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КЕРИМБЕКОВА Карлыгаш Амирхановна,
Көпбай Омаров атындағы жалпы білім беретін мектебінің ағылшын тілі пәні мұғалімі.
Түркістан облысы, Ордабасы ауданы

TEACHING ENGLISH SOUNDS WITH THE THRASS PICTURE CHART

Teaching English sounds can be challenging, especially when students struggle to connect letters and sounds. The THRASS (Teaching Handwriting, Reading and Spelling Skills) picture chart is an excellent tool that makes this process easier by visually representing phonemes (sounds) alongside graphemes (letters) and images. Here’s a quick guide to using this chart effectively in the classroom.
What is the THRASS Picture Chart?
The THRASS chart simplifies English phonics by organizing 44 key phonemes and their corresponding graphemes in an easy-to-understand format. Each sound is paired with an image (e.g., the /b/ sound is represented by a bat), helping students quickly recognize sounds and link them to letters.
Effective Ways to Teach with the THRASS Chart
1. Start with Sound Recognition
Introduce one sound at a time. Show students the picture and say the sound (e.g., /s/ for sun). Have them repeat the sound and point to the picture. Reinforce this by encouraging them to think of other words with the same sound, like "sock" or "snake."
2. Teach Sound-Spelling Patterns
After students can identify the sounds, teach them how different letters or combinations represent those sounds. For example, the /f/ sound can be spelled with "f" (as in fish) or "ph" (as in phone). Encourage students to find other words with the same sound and match them to the chart.
3. Incorporate Fun Activities
Make learning interactive by using games like “Sound Bingo.” Create bingo cards with images from the THRASS chart. Call out a sound, and students mark the picture on their card. This keeps them engaged while reinforcing sound recognition.
Another fun activity is a "Sound Hunt." Hide THRASS picture cards around the room and call out a sound. Students must find the correct picture and say the corresponding word.
4. Reinforce with Writing Practice
Encourage students to use the chart as a reference when writing. Give them words that contain sounds they’ve learned, and ask them to spell them correctly by finding the right graphemes on the chart. This helps improve their spelling and understanding of sound-letter relationships.
Conclusion
The THRASS picture chart is a powerful tool for making English sound learning more accessible and fun. Through visual aids, interactive games, and consistent practice, students can build strong phonics skills. Whether for younger learners or ESL students, this chart simplifies the complex relationship between sounds and spellings, providing a solid foundation for reading and writing in English.
